Glossary of Texas A&M Student Affairs Common Acronyms

AASLI- African American Student Leadership Institute

ABOC -Academic Business Officers Committee 

ACHA-American College Health Association

ACPA-American College Personnel Association

ACUHO-I-Association of College and University Housing Officers-International

ACUI-Association of College Unions International

ADA-Americans with Disabilities Act 

ADEP-Alcohol and Drug Education Programs (in ODSL)

ADLOC-Administrative Location 

AERA-American Educational Research Association

AFA-Association of Fraternity Advisors

AFS -The Association of Former Students

AGOSS-Adult, Graduate, and Off-Campus Student Services (in ODSL)

AHEAD-Association on Higher Education and Disability

AIR-Association for Institutional Research 

A/L-Annual Leave

ALED-Agricultural Leadership and Development (major in College of Ag and Life Sciences)

Allies/Aggie Allies-Safe zone program for the GLBT community

AOLP-Aggie Orientation Leadership Programs

ASAP-Academy for Student Affairs Professionals

ASC-Academic Support Center 

ASCA-Association for Student Conduct Administration

ASCP-Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning

ATS -Adaptive Technology Services

AVP-Assistant or Associate Vice President

BGCC-Becky Gates Children's Center 

BOR-Board of Regents

BPP-Budget/Payroll/Personnel

CAS-Council for the Advancement of Standards in Higher Education

CBE-Council for the Built Environment (Texas A&M)
CCTR- Children’s Center
CIRT-Critical Incident Response Team

CIS-Computing and Information Services (Texas A&M)
Compass-Student Records Management system (based on Banner)

COSGA-Conference on Student Government Association (Student Activities)
CPC- Collegiate Panhellenic Council 
CPR-Comprehensive Program Review (in Student Life Studies)

CSBA -Committee of Senior Business Administrators

CY-Calendar Year

DARE-Drug Abuse Resistance Education

DARS-Data and Research Services

DG-Discussion Group (Fish Camp) or Delta Gamma (Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life)

DMS-Department of Multicultural Services 

DoIT-Department of (Student Affairs) Information Technology 

Drupal-the content management system used on our websites

DSA-Division of Student Affairs

DSACT-Division of Student Affairs Communications Team

DS-Disability Services 

EAHR-Educational Administration and Human Resource Development

EAP-Employee Assistance Program 

EDAD-Educational Administration

EOD-Employee Organizational Development 

EPA-Employee Payroll Action

EVP-Executive Vice President 

ExCEL–Excellence Uniting Culture, Education and Leadership (Multicultural Services)

FACT-First Time Aggie Contact Team

FAMIS-Financial Accounting Management Information System 

FERPA-Federal Educational Rights and Privacy Act

Fish-Freshman/first year student
Fish Camp-Freshman Orientation Camp
FLO-Freshman Leadership Organization (in Student Activities and MSC)

FMO-Financial Management Operations

FTE-Full-time Equivalent 

FY -Fiscal Year

GA-Graduate Assistant 

GANT-Graduate Assistant, Non-Teaching 

GAR –Graduate Assistant, Research

GAT-Graduate Assistant Teaching 

GHD/HD-Graduate Hall Director / Hall Director (Residence Life)

GLBTRC-Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Resource Center (in ODSL)

Governance Room – 144 Koldus meeting room

GSC-Graduate Student Council or General Services Complex

HIPPA-Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act

Howdy-Traditional Welcome at TAMU, but also the university web portal, howdy.tamu.edu

HR-Human Resources

HRC-HRConnect 

HSC-Health Science Center 

IAF-International Association of Facilitators

IDT-Interdepartmental Transfer (Accounting/Business Services)

IFC-Interfraternity Council (Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life)
IRTS- Incident Report and Tracking System 
ITG-IT Governance (DSA committee)
LLLC (or 3LC)-Leadership Living Learning Community (Residence Life)

MarComm -University Marketing & Communications
MEDALS- Maximizing Educational Development through Academic & Leadership Skills 
MGC-Multicultural Greek Council (Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life)

MS-Mail Stop

MSC-Memorial Student Center 

NACA-National Association for Campus Activities


NAGPS-National Association of Graduate Professionals

NASCAP-National Assessment of Student Conduct Adjudication Processes

NASPA-National Association of Student Personnel Administrators

NIC -North American Interfraternity Conference

NIRSA-National Intramural-Recreational Sports Association

NODA-National Orientation Directors Association

Non-Reg-Student who is not a member of the Corps of Cadets

NPC-National Panhellenic Conference - sometimes also called Collegiate Panhellenic Council (CPC)

NPHC-National Pan-Hellenic Council – historically black Greek fraternities and sororities
NSC -New Student Conferences (in Student Life)

NSFP-New Student and Family Programs (In ODSL)

NSO-New Staff Orientation (through DSA)
OCA- Off Campus Aggie (student organization advised by AGOSS)
ODSL-Offices of the Dean of Student Life 

OGC-Office of General Counsel
OGL-Office of Greek Life
OGS-Office of Graduate Studies 

OIA-Office of Institutional Assessment 

OISP-Office of Institutional Studies and Planning

OOTC-Office of the Commandant 

OPAS-Opera and Performing Arts Society by history, now just goes by OPAS (Memorial Student Center)

ORP-Optional Retirement Plan 

OVPSA-Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs 

Passback-Monthly division newsletter (online)

PD-Position Description 

PIN-Position Identification Number

PMSA-President’s Meritorious Service Awards
POD- Cain Meeting Room 
PPM-Positive Performance Management 

QEP-Quality Enhancement Plan

QPR-Question Persuade Refer (Suicide Prevention Program in Student Counseling Service)
RA-Resident Assistant (Residence Life) or Research Assistant (Academic Affairs)
RAD- Responsible Aggie Decisions (student organization advised by ADEP)
REC/Rec Sports-Recreational Sports 

RFP-Request for Proposal 

RIF-Reduction in Force

RL/DRL-Residence Life 

SAAHE-Student Affairs Administration in Higher Education
SACS-Southern Association of Colleges and Schools

SACSA-Southern Association of College Student Affairs

SAFAB-Student Affairs Fee Advisory Board (formerly SSFAB)

SAGE-Supporting Academic Greek Excellence

SAP-Standard Administrative Procedure

SAS-Student Assistance Services

SBP-Student Body President 

SBS-Student Business Services

SBSLC-Southwest Black Leadership Conference (Multicultural Services)

SCAPQ-Student Conduct Adjudication Processes Questionnaire


SCRS-Student Conflict Resolution Services 

SCS-Student Counseling Service (or Student Conduct Services in ODSL)
SDS-Student Development Specialist

SDT-Staff Development Team

SECC-State Employee Charitable Campaign 

SEPC-South Eastern Panhellenic Conference

SGA-Student Government Association 

SHS-Student Health Services 

S/L-Sick Leave

SLLO-Student Leader Learning Outcomes
SLS- Student Legal Services in ODSL
SLS-Student Life Studies (or STLS)
SMS- Student Mediation Services 
SOAC-Student Organization Assessment Center (in Student Life Studies)
SODA-Student Organization Development and Administration (in Student Activities)

SOFC-Student Organization Finance Center (in Student Activities)
SSFAB-Student Service Fee Advisory Board (See SAFAB) 

SSO-Single Sign On 

StuAct-Student Activities

TACUSPA-Texas Association of College & University Student Personnel Administration

TAMU-Texas A&M University 

TAMUG-Texas A&M Galveston 

TAMUQ-Texas A&M Qatar 

TAMUS-Texas A&M University System 

TAPPS-Texas A&M Association of Professional Support Staff

T-Camp-Transfer Orientation Camp (Student Activities)

TEES-Texas Engineering Experiment Station

TEEX-Texas Engineering Extension Service 

THECB-Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 

Trigon-Building that houses the Office of the Commandant

TRS-Teacher Retirement System 

TRsc-Technical Review Sub-council

TSID-Texas State Interpreters for the Deaf
UART- University Art Collections/Stark Galleries
UC-University Center

UDAP-University Disciplinary Appeals Panel 

UIN-Universal Identification Number

ULO-Undergraduate Learning Outcomes

UPD -University Police Department

USC-University Staff Council 

UT/tu-University of Texas/Texas university 

VPM-Vice President's Meeting

VPSA-Vice President for Student Affairs 

VRSC-Veteran Resource and Support Center

WRC-Women’s Resource Center (in ODSL)
